
1 
 

  Papers of the Thomson Family: Inventory 

 

Box 1:  

- Loose photographs, mostly black and white, a few colour. Dates between 1868-1972, but 

most undated. Includes photograph labelled on back ‘Cambridge Crew 1868’; family snaps; 

scientific conferences/travel 

- Photographs in ‘Document Photocopying Service’ envelope, most of the sea and sailing, 

undated 

- Pack of Kodak negatives, undated 

- Visiting cards, 1928 and undated 

- Newspaper cuttings, inc. obituary of J. J. Thomson; reviews. 1940-1955 

- Correspondence, 1908-1964. Mostly letters to Lady Thomson, George Paget Thomson & 

Joan Paget Thomson, Charity & scientific matters etc. Also some to J. J. Thomson including 

letter from Asquith with offer of knighthood, 1908. 

- Draft letter by Rose Thomson, 1938, on behalf of Karl Przibram 

- Wood/linocut of swan and cygnets ‘From (& by) Mervyn O’Gorman, sent as Christmas 

message to G. P. Thomson 

- Bills/accounts 1944 

- Service of remembrance (for J. J. Thomson?) 

- Printed material re All Hallows, Southwark, mission, 1892 

- Menus, 1926-1957, inc ‘Cavendish Celebration, 1856-1926’ 

- Pocketbook with Greek verbs, notes on Chatterton, notes with sketches re naval vessels, 

notes on physics (for examinations?) 

- Offprints, 1941-1974, including papers by G. P. Thomson; obituary notice for J. J. Thomson, 

1941; ‘J. J. Thomson as we remember him’, by George and Joan Thomson, 1957; Thomson 

Lecture by R, V, Jones, ‘Instruments and the advancement of learning’, 1967.  

- ‘George Paget Thomson’ – address given by T. E. Faber at service for Commemoration of 

Benefactors, Dec. 1989, with piece of associated correspondence, 1991 

- Notes on ‘Anode Rays’, 5 ff. 

- Envelope containing two typed copies of foreword by David Thomson to ‘J. J. Thomson and 

the discovery of the electron’, Davis & Falconer, 1997, with two pieces of associate 

correspondence, Also letter from G. L. Squires to David Thomson re J. J. Thomson Centenary 

Lectures, 1997. 

- Funeral service of Rose Elisabeth Thomson, May 1951, 2 copies. 

- Envelope labelled ‘Letters of Condolence to G. P. T. on death of R. E. Thomson’. 10 pieces. 

- Envelope addressed to David Thomson containing two letters from J. J. Thomson to [Penry 

Vaughan] Bevan, 1908-1910, and one written on his behalf, 1907. 

- Typescript, ‘Some scientific Centres: VI. The Cavendish Laboratory’. Nature Dec. 1903. 18 ff. 

Box 2: 

- Document sleeve containing: typescripts, first draft of biography of J. J. Thomson, chapters 1 

and 2, 1996; typescript, DNB entry on J. J. Thomson, 2nd draft, 1996 [Isobel Falconer?]; letter 

from G. L. Squires to David Thomson, 1996; MS notes; typescript, ‘JJ Thomson papers – from 

David Thomson 22/5/96’ 

- Correspondence 1912-1998, Mostly to David Thomson, 1997-1998, re centenary of 

discovery of atom, but also including: letter from J. J. Thomson to G. P. Thomson, 1912; 
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letters from David Thomson at school to his father; letter from George Thomson to ‘Danny’ 

re the death of his wife, June 1943; letters to Rose Thomson. 

- Offprint, foreword [by David Thomson to ‘J. J. Thomson and the discovery of the electron’, 

Davis & Falconer, 1997] 

- Document sleeve containing: cards with MS notes for [?] speech on J. J. Thomson; progress 

reports, National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists, 1995, 1997, 

including mentions of J. J. Thomson’s papers; letters to David Thomson re International 

Centennial Symposium on the Electron etc, 1997; circular on symposium; ‘Memoir of J.J.’ by 

David Thomson, Cambridge Review, 1997, (2 proof copies with corrections); letter from 

secretary to Crown Prince Hirohito of Japan to J. J. Thomson, Jun. 1921, accompanying a 

silver box sent as memento of the Prince’s visit to Cambridge; newspaper cutting with 

photograph of the Prince’s visit, 1988; three photographs of silver box and letters to David 

Thomson, 1989-1990, re possible sale of box items relating to silver box in envelope 

addressed to David Thomson, British Invisible Exports Council]. 

- Typescript foreword by David Thomson [to ‘J. J. Thomson and the discovery of the electron’, 

Davis & Falconer, 1997]; corrected proof copy with accompanying letter to David Thomson; 

- Offprints, 1970-1997 

- Blank invitations to reception to commemorate the centennial of the discovery of the 

electron followed by unveiling of plaque at Old Cavendish Laboratory, 21 Mar. 1997; 

invitation made out to David Thomson 

- Provisional programme for International Centennial Symposium on the electron, 1997 

- Acetates for projector: timeline, J. J. Thomson, with annotated printouts and notes. 

- Printout, ‘Discourse at Royal Institution. J. J. Thomson: The Man in his Setting’ 

- ‘J J. Thomson and the Discovery of the Electron’, Isobel Falconer. Labelled ‘Article for Physics 

Education July 1997’. 

- Printout of [?] slides, ‘J. J. Thomson and the Discovery of the Electron’. Headed ‘Malcolm 

Longair, Cavendish Laboratory…’ and labelled ‘for David and family from Janet’. 

- MS notes on J. J. Thomson, 4 ff. 

- Typescript, ‘An Address at the dedication of the war memorial at the west end of the 

chapel’, MS annotation at top right, ‘D. P. Thomson’. 3 ff. 

- School report, J. A. Thomson, Autumn 1937, Orme School, Devon House. 

- Photograph of Violet Paget 

- Notes, ‘J J T. Revision [?] & Reflection’. 9 ff [paginated, some ff. missing]. 

- Fragment of family tree; another MS sheet with complete tree. 

- Photographs, undated. 

- Newspaper cutting, ‘The New Masters’ [1952, including G. P. Thomson] 

- Document sleeve containing typescript, ‘Retrospect’, by J. J. Thomson, supplement to 

Nature, Dec. 1926. With newspaper cutting: review of book by G. P. Thomson 

- Royal Patent appointing J. J. Thomson as Master of Trinity College, 1918. 

- School report of G. P. Thomson, 1905, Perse Grammar School. Much damaged by damp. 

- Bound volume, ‘Faraday Celebrations, September 1931’. Reproductions from Faraday’s diary 

presented to J. J. Thomson by the managers of the Royal Institution. 

- Document sleeve containing typescript with corrections, ‘J. J. Thomson and the discovery of 

the electron’ by E. A. Davis and I Falconer [1997] 

- Hardback exercise size volume labelled on inside free flyleaf,  ‘Fortuna. G. P. Thomson’. 

Logbook, Easter 1919-Easter 1924. With 4 photographs loose inside. 

- Photocopy of typescript with biography of G. P. Thomson, 30 ff. 

- ‘Electron Centenary 1997. Some Events’, 2 ff. 
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- ‘Centenary of the Discovery of the Electron. Series of Lectures sponsored by Trinity College’ 

- MS notes on JJT 

Box 3:  

- Offprint, foreword [by David Thomson to ‘J. J. Thomson and the discovery of the electron’, 

Davis & Falconer, 1997] 

- MS notes [by David Thomson?] 

- Correspondence, 1906-1998: inc. letter from Austen Chamberlain to J. J. Thomson, 1906;  

letter to G. P. Thomson; letters to David Thomson re biography of J. J. Thomson;  

- Progress reports, National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists, 

1998 

- Menu, International Centennial Symposium on the Electron, Sept. 1997, and cards with 

notes on J. J. Thomson [for speech by David Thomson?] 

- 14 photographs, marked up for publication, with letter from Doubleday & Co, New York, to 

G. P. Thomson, Oct. 1967. 

- Folder labelled ‘Photos miscellaneous of friends & relations & scientific’. 9 pieces, most 

undated. Including sketch of J. H. Jeans printed in Punch, Feb. 1935. 

- Visiting cards of G. P. Thomson (2 pieces) 

- Photographs of eminent scientists, most with stamp of A. C. Cooper; photographs of 

portraits of the Earl of Essex and Edward VI from the Lodge, Trinity College Cambridge, with 

associated letters from J. W. Goodison, 1935-1936. 12 pieces. 

- Photographs of Cambridge, including some intended to convey Christmas and New Year 

wishes from Sir Joseph & Lady Thomson, 1933-1936 (mounted on printed cards), 1929 (with 

MS inscription), and undated. 20 pieces. 

- Photograph of miniature of G. P. Thomson, 1973; one of sketch of Arthur H. Compton, 1971 

- Programme, memorial service for Hester Adrian, Jun. 1966. 

- 19th cent portrait photograph of J. J. Thomson 

- Printed catalogue of sale of ‘Capital Household Furniture…’, Sept. 1859, Greenheys 

[Manchester]. Sold under instruction of executors of the late Joseph Thomson [J. J. 

Thomson’s grandfather?]. Marked up. Containing 3 sheets of bills for items purchased by 

Mrs Turnbull. 

- Printed application to the Council of Owens College, Manchester, for the chair of applied 

mathematics, with testimonials. 1881. 11 ff with butterfly clip. 

- Menu for dinner at Corpus Christi, Cambridge, May 1972 

- Printed programme for celebration of the 250th anniversary of the Royal Society, 

Westminster Abbey, Jul. 1912 

- Typescript copies of letters from James Clerk Maxwell to [Peter Guthrie?] Tait, 1856-1857, 4 

ff. 

- Article, ‘Adventures of the Mind 24. What you should know about physics’, by G. P. 

Thomson, from Saturday Evening Post. 

- Offprint, ‘The Two Aspects of Science’ by G. P. Thomson. 1960 

- Newscutting on G. P. Thomson, ‘Science’s Midwife of Ideas’, Sunday Times, 1960 

- ‘GPT | on your 80th birthday’. Printed, 2 copies. 

- Photographs of aircraft, inc. de Haviland and Fokker. 8 pieces. 

- Photographs 

- Sketch for [?] gravestone pf/memorial to J. J. Thomson 

- Newspaper cuttings. 1959-2002. Inc obituaries of Janet Adam Smith, 1999 
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- Menus, 1904-1992: inc. Christmas Day, 1904; commemorations to mark 100th anniversary 

of births of J. J. Thomson and G. P. Thomson 

- Offprint, foreword [by David Thomson to ‘J. J. Thomson and the discovery of the electron’, 

Davis & Falconer, 1997] 4 copies. 

- Offprint, P. B. Moon, ‘George Paget Thomson’, Royal Society memoir, Dec. 1977. 6 copies. 

- Exercise book containing verse, initialled. Including 2 loose ff. 

- Correspondence, inc. two letters to Janet Adam Smith re David Thomson, 1943, one from G. 

P. Thomson 

- Franklin Institute News, 1964, sent to G. P. Thomson 

- Sketches of boat and notes [G. P. Thomson?], 10 ff. 

- Old Persean Chronicle, Sept. 1950, with obituary of W. H. D. Rouse 

- Passport, J. J. Thomson, Nov. 1906 

- Obituary of W. W. Rouse Ball from Mathematical Gazette, Oct. 1925 

- Commemoration Sermon preached by Henry Jackson, Dec. 1913. Printed 1914. 

- Printed, ‘Opening of the George Thomson Building Leckhampton, 10 October 1964’ 

- Photocopied Order of Service, with corrections, for G. P. Thomson, Nov. 1975 

 

Box 4:  

- Offprint, George and Joan Thomson, ‘J. J. Thomson as we remember him’, 1957. 2 copies 

- D. H. Follett, ‘The Electron Jubilee Exhibition. Held at the Science Museum…’ 

- Printed report on the presentation of the Kelvin Medal to J. J. Thomson, May 1938 

- J. J. Thomson, ‘Reminiscences of Physics and Physicists’, given at the Royal Institution 

Weekly Evening Meeting, 9 Feb. 1934. 

- Offprint,  David Thomson, ‘John Wilson Croker (1780-1857), the Club’s Founder. A 

Littérateur in Politics’.    

- D. J. Price, ‘Sir J. J. Thomson… A Centenary Biography’, Discovery, 1956. 2 copies, one with 

change of address sticker’ 

- ‘Post-Prandial Proceedings of the Cavendish Society’: Dec. 1907, including MS (4 ff) of songs, 

‘The Revolution of the Corpuscle, Dec. 1905’ and another beginning ‘My name is J. J. Thomson, and 

my lab in Free School Lane…’; May 1911; 1920, with account of congratulatory dinner given to J. J. 

Thomson reprinted from Nature, Dec. 1926, 1 f. 

- Offprint, J. J. Thomson, ‘Atoms and Electrons’, Memoirs & Proceedings of the Manchester 

Literary & Philosophical Society, Mar. 1931. 

- Offprint, D. J. Price, ‘Sir J. J. Thomson…’, Supplemento al Vol. 4 Serie X del Nuovo Cimento, 

1957 

- Diary, May 1942-Jan. 1945. Kept by member of Thomson family – Rose? 

- CD-R80 labelled ‘Lilian Adam Smith’s 1889 Diary’. 

- Scrapbook with photographs and ephemera from Orient Line cruise to Norway, Jul. 1921; 

photographs of a motor tour of the Midlands; postcards from York and Gloucester. 1 loose 

photograph. Perhaps kept by Kathleen Adam Smith 

- Newsletter from Smithsonian Institution, Dec. 1962, with notice of special exhibition, ‘Thirty-

five years with electrons as waves’ 

- Typescript, ‘Is history ever determinate? A physical analogy | Introduction on the use of 

analogy’. 9 ff 

- Front page of Daily Telegraph, 7 Aug. 1945, with news of atomic bomb dropped on 

Hiroshima. Photograph of Sir George Thomson appears above heading ‘Men who made the atomic 

bomb’. 
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- Picture Post, 25 Aug. 1925 

- Correspondence, 1901-2001. Including: letters from Clare and Kathleen Thomson to G. P. 

Thomson;  letters to John Thomson re centenary exhibition at the Science Museum, London, 

‘Life, the Universe, and the Electron’ and re naming of ‘J. J. Thomson Avenue’, Cambridge. 

- MS notes (by John Thomson?) for a speech at the opening of the ‘Life, the Universe, and the 

Electron’ exhibition. 6 ff. 

- Newspaper cuttings, 1904-1997. Covering visit of King & Queen to Cambridge in 1904, 

centenary of discovery of electron etc. 

- Xerox of letter, Nov. 1927, from J. J. Thomson to G. P. Thomson re scattering of X rays. 

- Invitation to the opening of Science Museum exhibition, ‘Life, the Universe, and the 

Electron’ 

- Printout of ‘text (reconstructed from notes and memory)’ of speech by John Thomson at the 

opening of the ‘Life, the Universe, and the Electron’ exhibition. 5 ff. 5 copies. 

- Menus: 250th anniversary of Royal Society, Jul. 1912; commemoration feast, Trinity, 15 Mar. 

1952, with signatures of attendees; dinner at Trinity in honour of the Duke of Edinburgh, 

Nov. 1952, with signatures of attendees; Royal Society Anniversary Dinner, Nov. 1962; 

centenary lunch for G. P. Thomson, Corpus Christi, May 1992. 

- Invitation to J. J. Thomson and Rose Thomson to dine at Buckingham Palace, Jun. 1918. 

- Offprints, 1952-1982 

- MS notes, 1 folded sheet, undated. 

- Obituary of G. P. Thomson, Physics Bulletin, Jan. 1976. 

- Typescript, G. P. Thomson, ‘The Uses and Limitations of Words’ – commencement address, 

Ursinus College Pennsylvania, Jun. 1963. With associated material including 2 photographs, 

newspaper cutting, letter to John Thomson. 

- Document sleeve containing correspondence and copy correspondence, 1990 relating to 

new memorial stone to J. J. Thomson and Rose Thomson at Westminster Abbey, installed in 

1991. 

- Typescript, ‘A Recollection of President Wilson’, signed Edith G. Reid. ‘English Review’. 6 ff. 

- Typescript, ‘The Caricature, the Myth, and the Man’, signed Edith G. Reid. 6 ff. 

- Appointment of G. P. Thomson as 2nd Lieutenant, Sept. 1914.  

- Will of G. P. Thomson, Jun. 1916. Signed by W. S. Farren and David H. Pinsent. 

- Photocopy of speech, ‘George Paget Thomson’, for memorial service [?] at Great St Mary’s, 

Cambridge. 7 ff. 3 copies. 

 

Box 5:  

- Invitation to Trinity Annual Gathering, Jul. 1987, addressed to David Thomson 

- Document sleeve, with correspondence, 1990-1991, re new memorial stone to J. J. and Rose 

Thomson at Westminster Abbey. Includes letters from Michael Atiyah, David and John 

Thomson, and Will Carter. 

- Envelope addressed to ‘Mrs Thomson’, containing letters to Patience and David Thomson, 

1992-1996 and undated, and exhibition catalogue, ‘On a New Kind of Rays | 100 Years of X-

Rays at Cambridge’, University Library, Oct. 1995. 

- Letters, 1987-1989, re David and Patience Thomson’s sponsorship of a girl, in Nepal, Tenzin 

Wangmo. 7 picees. 

- Marriage service of Judith Ogden Bullitt and John Adam Thomson, Nov. 1992. 

- Programme for funeral service of Joan Paget Charnock, Mar. 1987. 2 copies. 

- Programme for funeral service of Janet Carleton (Janet Adam Smith), Sept. 1999. 
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- Progress report, National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists, 2000 

- Photocopy of article by S. J. Rosenbaum, ‘Virginia Woolf and the Clark Lectures’, Charleston 

Magazine, 2000 

- Family trees and other genealogical material 

- Typescript with MS corrections, G P. Thomson, ‘Is History Ever Determinate | A physical 

analogy’ 9 ff. 

- Privately printed, ‘Recollections of a Grandmother | Lilian Adam Smith. Edited, with 

additional family notes by her daughter Janet Adam Smith’. 1977. 

- Photographs, inc. of G. P. Thomson, (Clara) Maud Gadow, née Paget. 6 pieces. 

- File labelled ‘Letters to Joan Thomson, later Charnock’. 1938. Including letters from Heinrich 

and Karl Przibram; bill for horse-riding. The documents in this file and the three following 

were assembled by Nicolas Bell, Librarian. 

- File labelled ‘Letters to G. P. T.’ Letter, May 1901, from Frederick Thomson to his nephew. 

- File labelled ‘GPT’s selection of letters of his wife, compiled for family use’. With foreword, 

Jun. 1968. Letters dating 1924-1929 [incomplete selection?]. 60 ff, typescript. 

- File labelled ‘Letters to J. J. Thomson’. Letters, most with envelopes; postcards; telegram. 

1903-1938 and undated. Family letters from G. P., Joan, Clare & David Thomson; also from J. 

S. Ames, J. H. Jeans, and re Karl Przibram. 

Box 6:  

- Letters, most with envelopes; postcards; telegrams. 1892, 1916-1946. Includes family 

correspondence (from J J. Thomson, Violet Batty, Maud Gadow, G. P. and Joan Thomson, 

David Thomson, Clare Thomson etc); correspondence re Barnwell Nursery and letters 

relating to attempt to support Karl Przibram and family, and the wife of Eugen Goldstein, as 

refugees. 

Box 7:  

- Officer Training Corps, Certificate A, Infantry. Jul. 1910 

- Honorary degrees and fellowships: Institute of Physics, May 1946 and Jul. 1956 University of 

Wales (in Welsh); Aberdeen, Apr. 1949; Lisbon, May 1953; Imperial College, Mar. 1955: 

Royal College of Science, Oct. 1951; Westminster College, Fulton, Mar. 1964; Lisbon, Mar. 

1935.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

- Royal Society fellowship, May 1930 

- Faraday Medal, Mar. 1960 

- Honorary degrees and fellowships: Ursinus College, Pennsylvania, Jun. 1963 

- Presidency, Junior Institution of Engineers, Dec. 1945. 

- Foreign Honorary Membership, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, May 1947 

Box 8: [files assembled by Nicolas Bell, Librarian] 

- File labelled ‘Sir Charles Darwin. Correspondence in preparation of GPT’s biographical 

memoir, inc. with Katharine Darwin, G. I. Taylor, G. B. B.M. Sutherland, Lord Reith’. 1963. 

Correspondence, newspaper cuttings, offprint and typescripts. 78 pieces. 

- File labelled ‘H. A. Wilson. G. P. T. Correspondence in preparation of GPT’s biographical 

memoir.’ 1965. Correspondence, article from The Rice Engineer, notes by G. P. Thomson, 

photocopy of page from ‘The Wilson News’, Nov. 1964. 

- File labelled ‘G. P.T. correspondence rel. to “The Foreseeable Future”, 1954-65’. Including 

correspondence re foreign-language editions, copies of out-letters by G. P. Thomson etc; 
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typescript review, ‘The Future of Science and George Thomson’s Book’, by A. I. Berg; 

offprint, ‘The Natural and Artificial Production of Rain’, Scientific Journal of the Royal College 

of Science, Vol. XII,  B. J. Mason; photograph; typescript notes; newspaper cuttings; 

typescript, ‘Relativity and Space Travel’, Herbert Dingle; agreement for publication between 

Thomson and Cambridge University Press. 

- File labelled ‘GPT submission for the Smith’s Prize (Trinity), plus a draft of the first article and 

working notes, including supplementary notes & reports by L. Bairstow and Ernest F. Raff’. 

MS, typescripts, graphs, blueprints. 

Box 9:  

- Boots ‘Scribbling Diary’, 1947. Kept by David Thomson. 2 loose newspaper cuttings re visit of 

Field-Marshal Montgomery to Rugby School, Jun. 1947 

- Red hardback notebook, labelled ‘KALDOR | MATHEWS’; a third name is crossed out. Notes 

by D. P. Thomson on lectures attended as an undergraduate, Michaelmas 1952-Lent 1953. 

- Offprints & Cuttings of articles by GPT, 1920-1970 [assembled by Nicolas Bell, Librarian]. In 

English and German. Some signed by Thomson. Includes text of Nobel Prize lecture, 1938. 79 

pieces. 

Box 10:  

- Leather covered scrapbook labelled ‘VOL II | ATOMIC BOMB 1945 also Election, Jubilee.’ 

Containing newspaper cuttings, loose, pasted and clipped in (old paperclips removed), Aug.-

Oct. 1945. Some with clippings agency labels attached. 

- Photographs of G. P. Thomson [assembled by Nicolas Bell, Librarian], mostly black and white, 

c 1914-1959 though most undated. Includes envelope labelled ‘Photo of G. P. Thomson in 

Army Uniform’ containing three photographs; photographic sheets each with multiple shots; 

photographs in card sleeves and folders etc. 42 pieces.  

- Photographs of J. J. Thomson [assembled by Nicolas Bell]. Includes reproductions of 

drawings of Thomson (by Sir Walter Thomas Monnington, at the NPG, 1932, V. R. Stoakley, 

and Arthur Hacker, 1903). Several marked on back with capital letters – perhaps for use in a 

publication – most in card sleeves or folders. 28 pieces. 

- Folded paper labelled (by Nicolas Bell) ‘GPT | letters to his wife’. Containing 4 letters, 2 with 

envelopes, Sept. 1938-Jan. 1939 

Box 11:  

- Envelope labelled ‘THE INSPIRATION OF SCIENCE (including reviews)’. Contents [now in 

manila file, original envelope preserved] include: correspondence, 1960-1965, re 

publication, foreign language editions, enquiries and reviews etc, including copies of out-

letters by G. P. Thomson; text of captions for plates; cuttings and copies of reviews, 1961-

1962; signed copies of contract; offprints of six articles by Geoffrey Builder, 1958-1959; 

readers’ comments; royalty statements; publicity material; script of [BBC Radio] ‘Science 

Review’, ‘Review of Books for Christmas by Dr. Peter Sykes’, 8 Dec. 1961; The Periodical | 

Winter 1961-2 | Oxford University Press, containing extract from The Inspiration of Science. 

Enclosing several cuttings of reviews; 3 sheets of notes, partly in shorthand, dated 23 Nov. 

1964. 

- Envelope labelled ‘PROPOSED BOOK RE J.J.T. (NELSONS)’ ‘Early MSS & Correspondence’ 

added in pencil. Contents [now in file, original envelope preserved] include: royalty 

statements; cuttings and copies of reviews, 1964-1966; MS ‘Distribution List’; 
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correspondence, 1959 -1966, including copies of out-letters by G. P. Thomson; corrected 

typescript of index; text of parts of book in MS and typescript, both with MS corrections; 

printed ‘British Men of Science Series | Note to Authors’ by Sir Gavin de Beer, General 

Editor.  

- Address book, black cover.     

- Exercise book with dark blue hard cover. Notes, Dec. 1929, on cathode tests. Book used from 

back for Joan Thomson’s index to Lord Rayleigh’s biography of J. J. Thomson, 1942. 

                    

Box 12:  

- Ephemera, etc, including: small leather covered folder, ‘Cambridge University Cricket Club | 

1897 | Prof. J. J. Thomson, M. A., Trinity College | Life Member’; Christmas cards (1909 and 

undated), including from Dr. W. N. Shaw, J. H. Poynting, John George Adami. John A. 

McClelland, and a copy of J.J. and Rose Thomson’s 1909 card; calling cards (many with MS 

annotations, including season’s greetings from Marie Curie); photographs, 1901-1950; 

letters, postcards and telegrams, Dec. 1909-Dec. 1919, most from Dec. 1909, with 

congratulations on G. P. Thomson’s scholarship. Items originally in small card box, now in 

small grey archival four-flap folder. 

- Unopened packet of visiting cards, ‘Prof. J. J. Thomson’ 

- Small red bound ‘Canadian Pocket Diary’ for 1942, kept by G. P. Thomson 

- Loose passport-sized photograph 

- Small Letts Diary, 1973, kept by G. P. Thomson 

- Licence to drive motor cycle, Malta, 1954-1955 (plain red cover), David Thomson 

- J. J. Thomson. Certificate on award of Elliott Cresson Gold Medal, Franklin Institute, Nov. 

1910. 

- Photograph, Royal College of Science, Mathematical and Physical Society, 1939 

- ‘Newspaper Cuttings’ – large hardback book with blue cover. Entitled on first page ‘Cuttings 

and Photographs, Postcards, etc:  relating to Ships of War and Naval Matters’. Scrapbook 

kept by G. P. Thomson. 1904-1908. Loose inside: offprint; Chevalier, (1908), ‘A New Rifle. 

The Sjögren Self-Loader’, United Service Magazine, also a few postcards and cuttings. 

Box 13:  

- Film reel in box labelled ‘Sir Joseph Thomson | Copy | 1968’ 

- Eastman Kodak film reel, sent to G. P. Thomson at Corpus by E. O. Cook, Department of 

Physics, Frostburg State College, Maryland. Note on address label by Thomson, ‘Film of self 

at [rest lost]’. With letter, 16 Oct. 1967, from Edwin Cook to Thomson, explaining that he has 

‘had a copy made of the motion picture which I took of you and my one time colleagues of 

the Baghdad Colleges’ 

- Vinyl disc, 33 1/3 rpm, ‘TV-Time Recordings Inc. | G. P. T. [added by hand] In Person | Jan. 

18, 1961 | CBS Radio’. In ‘Audiodiscs’ sleeve. 

- 3 VHS tapes, ‘Centenary of the Discovery of the Electron | Series of Lectures sponsored by 

Trinity College, Cambridge | held in the Cavendish Laboratory | March 13 and 14, 1997’ One 

lecture per tape. 

- VHS tape, ‘The Electron | The International Centennial Symposium on the Electron | 

Churchill College, Cambridge |15-17 September 1997 | Commemorative Video’                         
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Box 14:  

- G. P. Thomson, Nobel Prize certificate, Dec. 1937. In gilt embossed leather folder, housed in 

case. 

Box 15: 

- Small box containing glass slides. NB, some cracked. 

 

 

 

 


